YOUR PROTECTION CHECKLIST
FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS ABTA AND
ITS MEMBERS HAVE BEEN HELPING
HOLIDAYMAKERS TO GET THE MOST
FROM THEIR TRAVEL PLANS
GREAT SERVICE: Because ABTA Members follow
our Code of Conduct, you’ll receive a high standard
of service, fair terms of trading, and clear and
accurate information.
GREAT CHOICE: Your ABTA travel company can
tell you about the wide range of holidays and other
travel services that are available. They’ll help you
to make the right choice, at the best price for you.
PEACE OF MIND: From the moment you book with
an ABTA Member they’re there to give you advice
and assistance. They can also explain how to protect
your travel arrangements, so you don’t lose out if
your service provider fails financially, and they can
help in the unlikely event that things go wrong.
MORE INFORMATION: It’s important that you
have the correct documentation when making your
booking, if you want to take full advantage of the
protection available under the ABTA Code of Conduct
and under any financial protection scheme. This leaflet
explains what you need.

YOUR ABTA CHECKLIST
COLLECT AND KEEP
ALL RECEIPTS FOR YOUR
HOLIDAY OR FLIGHT
CHECK YOUR MONEY
HAS BEEN PAID TO THE
RIGHT COMPANY
DON’T ACCEPT COPIES
OF DOCUMENTS.
YOU NEED THE ORIGINAL
CHECK THE COMPANY
IS A MEMBER OF ABTA

ABTA Ltd 30 Park Street, London SE1 9EQ
T:+44 (0)20 3117 0500
E: abta@abta.co.uk

F: +44 (0)20 3117 0581

www.abta.com

Registered in England no. 551311

06/09

Printed on elemental chlorine-free paper from sustainable
timber sources with vegetable oil-based ink

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
WHEN MAKING
A BOOKING
WITH AN
ABTA MEMBER

WHEN MAKING A BOOKING
THROUGH AN ABTA TRAVEL AGENT

WHEN MAKING A DIRECT BOOKING
WITH AN ABTA TOUR OPERATOR

• Check that you get a receipt for all money paid
to the ABTA travel agent.

• Check that you get a receipt or confirmation document
for all money paid to the ABTA tour operator.

• Check that the name that appears on the receipt is
exactly the same as the name of the company to
which payment is made.

• Check that the name that appears on the receipt
or confirmation document is exactly the same as
the name of the company to which payment is made.

• Check that the receipt also shows the name of the
company that’s providing the holiday service (e.g. the
tour operator, the airline). Where your holiday services
are being provided by more than one company, you
should receive a separate receipt for each service
showing the amounts paid.

• Where the tour operator is selling you its own
holiday arrangements (e.g. a package holiday,
accommodation-only) and also offers to sell you
services of other companies (e.g. flight, car hire):

AFTER BOOKING: You should receive a confirmation
document issued by the company that’s actually
providing the holiday services, normally within ten
days of making the booking. Make sure you receive the
original document issued by the company, not a copy.

Check that you get a separate receipt for those
services showing the names of the other companies
and the amounts paid for those services.
Check that you receive a confirmation document
issued by the companies that are providing the holiday
services. Make sure you receive the original document
issued by those companies, not a copy.

• Check that the name on the confirmation document
is the same as the name of the company shown on
the receipt for those services.

Check that the name on the confirmation document
is the same as the name of the company shown on
the receipt for those services.

• Check that the services shown on the confirmation
document are the same as those that you’ve booked
and at the price that you’ve paid.

You should normally receive all receipt and contract
documentation within 10 days of making your booking.

These requirements apply equally to airline e-tickets.

IS MY MONEY PROTECTED?
Many of the travel arrangements provided by ABTA
Members are protected in case of the financial failure
of the travel company. You should, however, always ask
your travel company if protection applies to your travel
arrangements. Where travel arrangements aren’t already
protected, your travel company may be able to offer
suitable insurance to cover you.

HOW DO I KNOW IF MY TRAVEL
COMPANY IS AN ABTA MEMBER?
You can use our website www.abta.com to check
whether a company is an ABTA Member. You can
also call us on 0901 201 5050. Calls are charged
at 50p per minute.

WHAT DO I DO IF I HAVE
A COMPLAINT AGAINST
AN ABTA MEMBER?
If you have a complaint against an ABTA Member and
have been unable to resolve this with the company
concerned, please go to the Consumer Services section
of www.abta.com or send details to our Consumer
Affairs department at the address shown overleaf.

WHAT DO I DO IF MY TRAVEL
COMPANY FAILS FINANCIALLY?
If your travel agent fails financially, this shouldn’t
affect your travel plans. You should, however, contact
the tour operator, to ensure that they have your
contact details and that your booking is in place.
If your tour operator fails financially, contact your
travel agent for assistance. If you booked with the
tour operator direct, contact our claims-handling
partner, Cega, for advice on 01243 621 500.
For more information about what to do if something
goes wrong with your travel arrangements, ask for
our booklet HERE TO HELP YOU.
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